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Canadian Lakes Loon Survey: Educational Signs Initiative 
 
Bird Studies Canada’s Canadian Lakes Loon Survey have developed educational signs to target loon 
conservation but the practices mentioned relate just as well to other waterbirds that use lakes and rivers.   
 
The are two signs each for a specific purpose: 

1) The Loon Alert signs are educational in nature and can be placed at locations where people will 
have a few spare moments for reading (ramps, docks, Laundromats, beer stores etc.).  They contain 
loon/waterbird friendly tips for lake users.  

 
2) The Nest Alert signs are to be placed near appropriate nest locations. These are more specific and 

are recommended for nests in obvious locations, in high traffic areas, or at risk to significant 
disturbance.  They are not appropriate for well-hidden nests.  The Nest Alert signs may also work to 
decrease activity and boat speed when placed at the mouth of a bay (where a loon nest is or 
suspected to be hidden).  You need 3 - 6 signs per nest and you will need to build buoys 
(instructions) and check waterway regulations and/or local jurisdictions.  

 
Both types of signs have English on one side and French on the other, this allows bi-lingual signage when two 
signs are displayed.  They are corrugated plastic and should last close to 10 years before needing to be replaced.  
 
The Loon Alert and Nest Alert signs are free of charge to those who have an appropriate location for their use but 
they are also expensive to mail (~$7.00 per package)  thus I ask that you provide an up to date address that the 
signs can be shipped to (prior to march). Also, it is more cost effective for me to mail the signs in small quantities 
(than one at a time) thus if you have several good locations to place signs, or belong to an organization that can 
distribute or display multiple signs, feel free to ask for as many signs as you think you can use.  
 
Bird Studies Canada would like to thank the Arthur/Mount Forest, Kapuskasing, Muskoka, North Bay, Ottawa 
Area, Peterborough, Sault Ste. Marie, Southern Georgian Bay, and Thunder Bay chapters of the TD Friends of 
the Environment Foundation for their support of the 2005/2006 CLLS survey and education activities. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Kathy Jones  
Aquatic Surveys Volunteer and Data Coordinator 
Canadian Lakes Loon Survey, Bird Studies Canada  
  
Toll free: 1-888-448-BIRD (2473), Web: www.bsc-eoc.org 
E-mail:  aqsurvey@bsc-eoc.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


